Poemish!
Warning – this week’s literacy is utter nonsense!

Session 1
Watch https://youtu.be/qZKoDRhmWxk “Ish” by Peter Reynolds.
This week’s poetry (and art) suggestions are meant to let you have fun. Don’t get worried about getting it “right”, there is no right… this week we are writing things that are poemish!
Let’s start by thinking about nonsense words.






If I told you one of these is a baloobah and one is a kikiti, which do you think would be which. Why do you think Its that way around?
Most people would say 	is a kikiti, because it has more ‘sticky, 

spiky’ letters. It might make you think of stick, prick, spike…
Most people would say 	is a baloobah, because it has lots of round 


letters in it and to say them our mouth makes round shapes. It might make you think of balloon, round, globe…





Let’s try making some of our own words following patterns.
“Wh” starts words like whistle, whoosh, whiz and whirl. They all sound like movement in the air.
Can you make up some “wh” words?

wh……………		wh……………….	wh………………..
“Cr” starts words like crush, crumble, crack and crumple. 
Can you make up some “cr” words?

cr……………….		cr………………….	cr…………………
“Sp” starts words like spray, spurt, splatter and splash.
Can you make up some wet sounding “sp” words?

sp……………….		sp………………….	sp………………..
Pick which ones are your favourites and see if you can use them in a sentence.

Example
The whangling balloon whirflelooped up into the sky.
The monster crugged and cratched the castle to pieces.
The hosepipe sprang a leak and water sploofed all over the place!






Session 2
Roald Dahl was amazing at making up funny words. The BFG uses lots when he is speaking.
Read the following and think about what you think the made-up words mean.
Then have a go at squishing two words together to make new ones.
(When writing this I accidentally squished two and words and got ‘twords’!)
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Session 3
Create your own monster and label it using your wibsquiffling nonsense words.
Does it have swongwhishly tail it can whoofle around when it’s happy?
Are its ears bigantic?
Try and match some of your nonsense words you have created this week to describe different parts of its body.
If you want inspiration (and have good internet connection) Jon Burgerman shows a fun way to draw a pet monster on this video:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/bp-how-to-draw-a-pet-monster?collection=bp-how-to-guides-curation

Session 4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mmn39/articles/zgbyw6f
(It introduces nonsense poetry)
Have fun writing something poemish!
Write your own nonsense poem about your monster using ideas from your labelled picture. (It doesn’t need to rhyme.)

Example:
Beware the bigormous Floogersnot!
It looks friendly, but it’s not.
Its fur is silky and flooflely soft.
Its bright, violet eyes are as large as a ploon!
But while you stare into its eyes and stroke the soft fur…you should have been watching its mouth…
The strikkle long teeth can snap you in tword.
Run away! Run away! If you ever spot
a Floogersnot!
If you can challenge yourself to write your own completely, that would great.
If you think you need a bit more help you could fill in this template:

Introducing the …………………………….. ………………………………………. .

It looks ……………………………………………………………………………………………

Its eyes are ……………………and ……………………………………………………….

It has …………………………………………………………………………………………………

Its ……………………… are ……………………………………………………………………

If you ever meet a ………………………………….. ……………………………………

you should ………………………………………………………………………!








Session 5
If you can, watch some poets perform their nonsense poems.
Spike Milligan
https://youtu.be/tzHU1t7zzPw
Michael Rosen
https://youtu.be/kt28bVw0xYw

Practise and perform your own nonsense poem. 

Can you find any other nonsense poems you enjoy?
Have fun! 
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EXTRACT TWO

From Chapter Eight: Snozzcumbers

‘The BFG was stil holding the awesumem:n his right hand, and now he put
one end into his mouth and bit off a huge hunk of it. He started crunching it up and the
noise was like the crunching of lumps of ice.

I * he spluttered, speaking with his mouth full and spraying large pieces of
snozzeumber like bullets in Sophie’s diection. Sophie hopped around on the table-top,

duckit way
‘h'%m T .

it yourself, this snozzcumber!"

“No, thank you,’ Sophie said, backing away.

s all you'se going to be guzzling here from now on so you might as well get
used to i, said the BEG. ‘Go on, youmlmle winkle, have a go!”

Sophie took a small nibble. ‘Uggggggggh!” she spluttesed. ‘Oh no! Oh gosh! Oh help!”
She spat it out quickly. ‘It tastes of frogskins!" she gasped. ‘And rotten fish!’

E that!’ . roaring with laughter. ‘To me it is tasting of

and v
0 we really have to eat it?’ Sophie said.

“You do unless you is wanting to become so thin you will be disappearing into a thick ear”

“Into thin air, Sophie said. ‘A thick ear is something quite different.

Onc winsome ook came into the BFG's eyes. ‘Words,"he said, ‘is oh
such problem to me all my life. So you must simply try to be patient
and stop - AsTam telling you before, I know exa
wanting to say, but somehow or other they is always getting und.’

“That happens to everyone,” Sophie said..

“Not pens to me,’ the BFG said. ' is speaking the most

tetrible A

“I think you speak beautifully,” Sophie said.
“You do?” cried the BFG, suddenly brightening. *You really do?"
‘Simply beautifully,’ Sophie repeated.

“Well, that is the nicest present anybody is ever giving S\
me inmy whole life!”cried the BFG. ‘Are you sure
you is not twiddling my leg?”

“Of course not,” Sophie said. I just love the way
you talk.* 3

“He . the BFG, still beaming.
C ! How absolutely

/
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